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people/ Sir Adam introduced the ancient Greeks and Romans. JOHNSON. ' Sir, the mass of both of them were barbarians. The mass of every people must be barbarous where there is no printing, and consequently knowledge is not generally diffused. Knowledge is diffused among our people by the news-papers V Sir Adam mentioned the orators, poets, and artists of Greece. JOHNSON. 'Sir, I am talking of the mass of the people. We see even what the boasted Athenians were. The little effect which Demosthenes's orations .had upon them, shews that they were barbarians2.'
Sir Adam was unlucky in his topicks; for he suggested a doubt of the propriety of Bishops having seats in the House of Lords. JOHNSON. 'How so, Sir? Who is more proper for having the.dignity of a peer, than a Bishop, provided a Bishop be what he ought to be ; and if improper Bishops be made, that is not the fault of the Bishops, but of those who make them.'
On Sunday, April 5, after attending divine service at St, Paul's church, I found him alone. Of a schoolmaster8 of his acquaintance, a native of Scotland, he said,' He has a great deal of good about him ; but he is also very defective in some respects. His inner part is good, but his outer part is
1 ' All foreigners remark that the knowledge of the common people of England is greater than that of any other vulgar. This superiority we undoubtedly owe to the rivulets of intelligence [i. e. the newspapers] which are continually trickling among us, which every one may catch, and of which every one partakes.' Idler, No. 7. In a later number (30), he speaks very contemptuously of news-writers. ' In Sir Henry Wotton's jocular definition, an ambassador is said to be a man of virtue sent abroad to tell lies for the advantage of his country, A newswriter is a man without virtife, ivho writes lies at home for his own profit!
3 See post, April 3, 1773.
3 Probably Mr. Elphinston. See ante, i. 242, ^oy/, April 19, 1773, and April i, 1779. Dr. A. Carlyle (Auto. p. 493) wrote of a friend:—'He had overcome many disadvantages of his education, for he had been sent to a Jacobite seminary of one Elphinstone at Kensington, where his body was starved and his mind also. He returned to Edinburgh to college. He had hardly a word of Latin, and was obliged to work hard with a private tutor.'
mightyng 'a gay assembly,' continues: — 'The world in its best state is nothing more than a larger assembly of beings, combining to counterfeit happiness which they do not feel.'    Works, iv. 120.
